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SOCIAL UNREST ITS
CAUSE AND ITS CURE

TALK WITH FATHER STAFFORD

7

The Rev Denis Joseph Stafford D

LL D sixth pastor of Patricks per-

ish a native Washingtenlan whose great
work as a preacher and priest has been
lauded by Cardinal Gibbons whose dis-

cussions of public affairs are always
timely and interesting and whose repu-

tation as a pulpit orator and Shakespear-
ean lecturer Is known the country over is
seldom backward in expressing his opin-

ion He believes that the work of the
teacher te not necessarily to be confined-
to the ptttpit and that a duty rests upon
all to point out if they can the
right direction into which the present un-

mistakable spirit of discontent and un
rest stay be led so that it shall be a
source of good rather than harm The
subject is made doubly pertinent by the
result of the recent elections held
throughout the country and which have
called attention to the fact that the spirit
of social unrest whatever the immediate
cause is rife in the land and was mani-
fested by the ballots cut against the
regime trader which the United States

least attained unexampled prosper-
ity With things as they are it is evident
that there is a large body of people dis
satfefled the literature classed epigra

but with only a measure of
truth a that of the muckrake has hit
a certain popular fancy and following
the generous support of this the wide
apparent acepUnce of the gospel of dis-

content has come the voice of tae people
themselves trough the ballot

On such a subject as this it might have
been expected that so clear thinker and
so ardent a worker for the public good
as the Rev Father Stafford would have

to say and he willingly con-

sented to give his views through the
of aa Interview with a represent-

ative of The Washington Herald

It Is rather a task to find Father Staf-
ford at St Patricks rectory when he is
not besieged by callers or overwhelmed by
parochial etude but be to an early riser i

and before the days work of his parish
began he managed to steal away an hour
to promulgate his views At this the
beginning of the twentieth century h

no one can be unaware of the fact
that there Is manifest m the land a

spirit crying for a change which may
in 3 ultimate development be regarded-
as symptomatic of a coming social cat
actywn a great upheaval a great read-
justment and rearrangement of social
conditions and forces This spirit of un-
rest is found in the literature of tbe day
in ponoJar magaaines m the daily press
In that treat tuduUeally of the
subject and In novels It
its preachers jsoceaeiotfa

baniera its booM fe-

emfeetttly the thing wtUch ArtiagaMteditty this age from an that have
soae for in this day it seems to
be peaching its culmination

What hi to be the result the ultimate
outcome of this movement of unrest is
it to ruin to disintegrate society as it
now exists Will it build up recreate
improve or is It an impulee not eeaUy to
be edftaettetir to the direction of ruin
Wack awl despair

result depends altogether upon
the IBM pea by the leaders ef Ute

tile forces that come into
exteWne i te leaders of thought of
wealth ef polities of religion of power
Upon every one who has the slightest in
fluence rests a tremendous responsibility
for the future

This movement though it may possibly
seem to be movement of our times is by
no means new It began with the db o-

lutfsn of the feudal system the setting
A of the individual from the collective
mane and stamping him Man The move
went Increased with the application of
experimental science to the industrial
forces of the world an application which
may be said to have bogus with the dis-
covery of America by Christopher Colum
bus Through the years that foMowod the
settling of this continent the movement
has increased in force antt violence espe-
cially as In the great industrial centers of
the world there has been a great Increase-
of wealth on the part of the few and the
Impoverishing of a great multitude
The two forcesthe multitude of the
poor on one hand and the company of thevery rich on the other stand face to facetoday and are preparing for what seems
to be an inevitable and poasiMya bitter

which if it come will shake at
the very foundations of the world

The spirit ot unrest inspired by a reali-
zation of the antagonism between the
forces of wealth and poverty has brought
about the social discontent manifest to
day This is due to many tansies but
chief them is the fact that the vastmajority of mankind is in our time much
better our physically than It ever was in
the past This betterment of conditions
has naturally awakened in man aspira-
tions for even greater progress Always
mankind must move toward the light
Thore is also running In the mind of the
great mass of tbe people a memory of the
days of hardship and misery endured by
the peasant classes of Europe when the
grand seigneur in the castle on the hilltop
looked down on his tenants the Ibwer
classes as he called under
the hardest possible conditions eked out
a seatity livelihood

Another sort of social discontent is the
daughter of religion It consists of a
general desire Npver so universal in the
werld as said the late Pope Leo XIII on
the part of every roan to do all and every-
thing that can be done for the betterment-
of each member of the human race

How spin this betterment be brought
about

Tfcere are a thousand and one theories
adv oate4 from the wildest most fan-
tastic and Utopian dreams to the divInest

expressing itself in the spirit exem-
plified by His Holiness the Pope desir-
ing at all times to lift the drooping heed
hind up the broken heart and to pour the
off and balm of religion and love Into
the wounds of suffering humanity

Others who would be reformers tbe
extreme school forgetting that If they
t r down the present social fabric It
must be all builded again out of the same
materials preach The dcctrino of

This Is sheer folly for if the
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present social system is the beet that
humanity could do after centuries of
painful effort and struggle we cannot
hope to improve conditions by any radi-

cal and unprecedented remedy You
might just as well tear down our

Capitol and after having broken the
material of which it was constructed hope
to increase its beauty by placing again
the broken marbles in the wall

We must build up not tear down we
must seek to remedy pot to uproot to
cure not to kill our effort must be
positive not negative constructive not

must come not
through hate but by love

The radical vice of the extreme so-

cialistic school developing into anarchy

destructivereform

beau-

tiful

¬

¬

¬

REV D J STAFFORD D D

Dloriucnt Pastor of St PatrlcUs Church Discusses the Spirit of
as Shown by the Recent IBloctlonB

Discon-

tent

sod ateztwO In batrrf sad new
turned social evU or cairn the spirit of
Msconuat-

H1 t to to be the attitude f
toward this movement What is

duty of reftghM What i the atti
twk of the church toward the social prob-

lem and what pert to the Christian man to
play in Its solution

We must first of all says Fatter
Staftord approach the question with
profoundest sympathy in direct accord-
ance with the fundamental principles of
Christianity sympathy love toleration
The love of God for man the lore of
man for God the love of man for fellow
man Remember that no matter how hn-

poasfble of realteatkm may be the scheme
of regeneration advocated by socialist an-

archist reformer can Mm what you will
however wild and visionary the theory
expressed however hateful even the so
lution proposed it may be advocated by
a man blinded by error perhaps but
with a heart that desires only to benefit
mankind by a soul that is striving man-
fully toward the light as he sees it

We must never answer hate by hatred
and we must come tully to understand
that among men who hold the wildest
theories concerning the correction of our
evils there is a general and widespread
desire to benefit the poor and lowly
which among aH our sorrows conflicts
ana difficulties 1s the real honor and glory
of our age

In IMS when a man called himself a
socialist we could understand what he
meant In ISM be may mean one of ten
thousand different hings for as the
ideas of helpfulness have spread through
the world through Germany France
Russia England and America schools
and systems have so multiplied all

around the banner and the pare
of socialism that wo cannot be too care-
ful in our examination of them before
we lend ourselves to condemnation be-

fore even we seek to pass Judgment

Can we find a via media by which
the mighty forces of religion and the
mighty forces of this social discontent
and unrest can be brought together to
work for a common good of man
kind Between religion and socialism in
general there Is supposed to be a deadly
hatred and opposition Nothing is
from the truth Rightly understood the
Christian religion is socialism and right
ly understood in its highest sense so-

cialism is religion Rightly understood
this truth lies at the base of all

of the subject It is the fun-
damental truth of the American Consjtl
tution which after the debasing philoso
phy of the seventeenth century proclaim
lag as it did divine right of kings
marshaled in the inalienable and indissol
uble rights of individual man

It is not by fighting by conflict that we
can hope to find a way out As Fenolon
Archbishop of Cambrae wrote to
James of England No human power
can reach the impenetrable recess of the
free will of the heart Violence can never
persuade men it serves only to make
hypocrites Grant civil liberty too not
in approving everything as indifferent
but in tolerating with patience whatever
Almighty God tolerates and endeavoring

convert men by mild persuasion
King Arthur voices the same

spirit when to his last knfght he ex
claims

TBMf oM r efcMteth gtttee IMS te aew
And 0 i faBBb Himself fa many wars

good eastern sboold eamipt tile world

Is there not some way by which a bet-

ter understanding can be established be
introduced into the world by which these
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mighty forces of social unrest and the
mighty forces of religion can be recon-
ciled and made allies The principal ob
jection made to Christianity by the an-

archistic school of socialism Is the fact
that the church urges men to live so that
they may prepare for the world to come
They say therefore that the church
leads them to neglect the world that is

You make this world a hell they say
while men are waiting for the othor

What do you is progress What to you Is
individual development The principal
aim of man you teach is not to improve
this world but to gain the world to
come Now we they say want our
heaven here on earth And so this
earth should be a first heaven for us
but that it can never be through unin-
telligent discontent or futile raving The
churchs ideal would be to make it possi
ble for every man to live in comfort to
have Ail that is needed to drive away all
suffering all misery all want all pover
ty all crime all circumstances where
cribbed cabined and confined the in-

dividual finds it impossible to reach the
greatest and fullest development of the
faculties of his soul and body When we
reach that condition the millennium will
have arrived the world be all happiness
and earth become a heaven

The statements of tho Iconoclastic So-

cialist rest upon a misapprehension
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and raWd Mea f the mctieas
of the church which indeed some Chris-
tian writers may have fostered but
which is not tho teaching of
our Lord nor of His church nor of His
gospel nor of His apostles It is not
that palpitating vivifying happiness that
was m the heart of Paul when he
palled to us to ia the Lord and
make melody ia our hearts

God Intended every man who was born
Into this world to have alt that was
necessary for him to rive that is to say
not to vegetate ntfC to eke out a

existence not to live in some dark
hole pinched with poverty denied truth
and light diseased of body and stunted
of mind and soul but to have aH that
was for him to reach his best
and highest development spiritual moral
and physical It was our Lord Himself
who taught us to pray for our dally
bread and It was He who gave us an
example of working for He meant us
an to have sufficient sustenance for the
day He taught us to pray that the will
of God should be done on Garth as it is in

that te that there should be
justice and right and love and peace
and concord and happiness reigning in
the world

For the benefit of His creatures He
scattered with beneficent hand through
the material universe the seeds o plenty
which In the harvest time should make
ample provision fer all His children If
that condition does not exist it is because
of what the church calls original sin
and which extreme Socialists affect to
overlook but which can never be put
aside in a discussion of this kind

It is not atone with the spirit that the
church deals we must seek to convlnee
the world that Christianity contemplates-
the totality of mans destiny his destiny j

here as welt his destiny hereafter his I

wellbeing here as In the world to come
his temporal as well as his eternal

The cure for the evils of the day
is this Be just be honest be pure be
sober be upright be
you will gain the world that is and the
world to come This is the best religion
and the best socialism This sort of so
cialism all the world must accept Seek
first the Kingdom of God and His Justice
and all things shall be added unto you

We must not put away the consider
ation of the play of the human will In
Its effect on the changes that are coming
No solution of the social Question can be
attempted that ignores this The em-
ployer should be fair so also the om
ploye Either may be just or unjust ac
cording as he wills The poor man has
no right to look on the rich man as a
thief any more than the rich man has
to look on the poor man as a mere ma
chine

Both are human beings and the aegis
of divine protection must be held over
both The wealth of rich men honestly
acquired may be the result of genius or
of talent may bfe tho result of labor of
selfsacrifice or of ceaseless and tireless
toll We should remember that

The fcefebte of treat men gained or kept
attaned sudden flight

Dt tiny while their Companions slept
tatttag upward in the night

A mutual respect should be-
tween both classes The rich man who
denies the poor laborer just and fair
compensation is a thief the laboring man
who dues not give In return a just and
fair days labor is a thief likewise Iji
bor Is as honorable in the man who works
with his hands as with his

manifestations of each is
necessary to the other and rightly un
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derstood and willingly accepted both are
sources of benediction One of the great-
est curses of our day after the loss of

for sacred things is thement spreading too largely In the world
which looks upoh labor as dishonorable
They forget the beautiful truth uttered
by George Herbert

Bw ep a roea as br TV lam
Slakes tint d the anise

The recognition of the dignity of labor
that is one great step toward a better
understanding Hearts that fool for oth-

ers souls that deouMid justice for our
neighbors as well as justice for ourselves
that must help We can never bo at
peace never be within reach of perfect
happiness while there is suffering In the
world It is the chief duty of all men to
allleviate suffering Let therefore all
menall Christians all churches all
leaders in finance in business in poll
tics In forward to meet this
question of social discontent by a great
manifestation of love Doubts will dis-

appear difficulties be overcome Asocial
unrest will be social calm and the spirit
of discontent change into the spirit of
thankfulness and this gray old w orld so
beautiful so wonderful will move for-

ward into the brilliant and vivifying light
that streams Irma the throne of God

AMERICANS IN PERIL

Surveying Party Una Narrow Escape
from an Avalanclie

Ottawa Nov A dispatch from Van-

couver gives meager details of the narrow
escape from death of several American
engineers It says

Crouching close to one another prone
on the ground while an avalanche passed
over them three members of the Alaska
boundary line surveying party from the
United States bad a remarkable
Members of the Canadian surveyors party
who were in the field with the Americans
tell of the adventure

They had reached a canon when they
saw rocks and trees coming downs

the precipitous mountain Not having
time to get to shelter they crouched down
dose to one another and fortunately a
great mass of the debris passed over them
One of the stories told is that the whole
shoulder and sleeve of a mans coat was
swept awa so quickly that he did not
realize it till he stood up when the danger
was over

REWARD FOR POISONERS

County Commissioners Seek Men
Who Killed Valuable Horses

Special to tin Wastes IteakL-
Rockvllle Md Nov 10 The county

commissioners of this county have offered
a reward of 1600 for the informaUop
leading to the arrest and conviction of Ute
person or persons who poisoned two valu
able horses belonging to Oliver G Hen
Icy on the night of November 1 near
Etchiaon this county

The horses in this case were poisoned
by some unknown person and soon alter
being discovered by the owner the ani-
mals died Some time ago Mr Henley
had other snlmals poisoned m the same
way

AGED EIGHT IN HIGH SCHOOL

Precocity of Boston Lad
i Harvard Professor

Boston Nov 10 Eight yeas old
four languages and with a remarkable

knowledge of mathematics and physics
William James thought to be the
youngest high school boy in the United
States has Just been admitted to the
Brookline High School The boy is the
son of Dr Boris SMdte a wellknown
German physician He is named after
Prof James of Harvard who is closely
watching this remarkable educational
prodigy

BATTLE WITH PORCUPINES

Quills PicKecl Out of Legs
of Two Farmers

Portland Me Nov ItLiterally living
pincushions and filled with porcupine

from their ankles to their thighs
Burt Seavey and Cullen Jorden of Scar
boro have been brought to a local physi
clan for treatment after a battle with
two giant Maine hedgehop which they

encountered in a wood road while
returning from work yesterday after-
noon

physician plucked more than thir
tyfiv quills from the leis of each man
but ao serious results are expecteed un
less Moodpoisoning sets in

Fear Children Spread Leprosy
Wareham Mass Nov to the

alarm existing here over the discovery
that the eight children of Frank Hens
formerly of Herwleh who te now an in
mate of the Kent Penikeh leper colony
were attending the public schools the
State board of health has been called
upon to investigate the health of the
family to learn If they are afflicted with
the disease
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Decorators and Renovators
Overhaul the Building

COMMITTEE ROOMS IMPROVED

New Cooking Apparatus Placed fn
Senate Kitchen Mahogany
TotTIng Doors Installed on Both
Sides Xcvr Chandeliers Among
the Improvements

Throughout the past summer a busy
corps of renovators have been engaged
upon the task of putting in repair the
Qapitol Building Tile work as now
completed shows result of their

Painting decorating the laying
of new floors In some rooms and the
putting tip of new doors in others has
been carried on over the entire building

The rooms of committees on Immi-
gration Public Buildings and Grounds
Railways and Canals Military Affairs
River and Labor the Poatofflce
and office ot the SergeantttArms

been thoroughly and re
decorated In other committee rooms and
corridors the paint has been renewed
and the Senate and Howe chambers
painted where needed

The Supreme Court room has been
touched up throughout oil supplanting
much of the calcimine work Mahogany
revolving doors have been installed in
the Sonata and House basements in the
rotunda and the west main entrance and
swinging mahogany doors in the rooms
of the committees on Philippines Mili
tary Affairs Public Buildings and
Grounds Coast Defenses Agriculture and
Invalid Pensions-

A general overhauling and reconstruc
tion including new plumbing tiling and
walls has been effected in the restaurant
kitchens New cooking apparatus has
been put in the Senate kitchen and great
improvement in the House kitchen hts
resulted from its enlargement and a re-

arrangement of the cooking furniture
The work of smell repairs which an-

nually extends over the whole building
still continues but within a short time
will be completed Several new

have installed in some of the
committee rooms and la the House press-
room la the Senate postoffice new steel
equipment will be put in and the same
wilt be done in the House folding room
In the heating and ventilating depart
ments the elevators have been put in
thorough repair and the necessary re-
pairs made to boilers furnaces pumps
Ac Repairs of this kind have also been
made In the lighting department

throughout the building has been
overhauled much modern equipment be-
ing installed to take the place of that
v hlch was put in many years ago
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PRICE 3000
I

100 CASH 20 MONTHLY
FOR THESE BEAUTIFUL NEW HOUSES

OPEN TODAY
t

Ninth and Kennedy Streets Brlghtwood Park
ONE SQUARE EAST OF BRIGHTWOOD AVE

Semidetached 6 Rooms and Bath
Cellar furnace heat Lot

Wm H Saunders Co 1407 F St N
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Unsurpassed location facing F street and Maryland avenue
New wellconstructed sixroom and reception hall houses built

labor for homes Concrete cellar under entire house with
entrances front and back Furnace heat Tiled vestibule parlor
reception hall diningroom pantry and kitchen on first floor
Three fine sleeping rooms and a spacious tiled bathroom with first
class modern fixtures on second floor both floors
Superior finish throughout
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Only Three Left Out of This Row of Six
Cor Twelfth and F Sts and Maryland Ave N E

TERMS
REASONABLE REASONABLE

Open for inspection every day Salesman on

OWNER

Street Northeast i

Phone East 1596

Attractive Homes I

m

v We are authorized to offer this elegant house In the most fashionable lo-

cality near Dupont Circle at the very low price of

This Is an opportunity to secure a beautiful house of 11 rooms in a fine
location at a moderate cost A

Also in same neighborhood an 5000 house for 7000 to a quick pur-
chaser

Examine and compare our Fire Insurance Companies and let us quote you
terms

Real Estate Loans and insurance
i 192527 Penna Ave N W I
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SPECIAL NOTICES

Modern Printing Facilities
plus push and brains explain

the character and
of all work of the Howard

Press
7DM siK and submitted

Geo E Howard 714 12th St
PJIINTER ENGRAVER AND BOOKBINDK-
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SPECIAL NOTICES

Special Notice to Property Owners-
For a SEjall araotl fee will j bills

for taxes water rents and special assewraeats ia
time to avoid penalties arrange for Ute jjns nt ef
all such huh and see that p ri3 6 ire
properly credited to ywir awwai

JOIN E TAYLOR
Attorney at Law IW F st MW Joattes

GOOD QUALITY FLOOR OILCLOTH So YD
12c p wra J 3fe here

732 7th St IS W Phone 5T 32DO
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